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 Who is seated with someone that they 
already know? 

 Meet someone new 
◦ Name, Where you teach, Language, Level 

◦ What do you hope to get out of today 

 Write down three goals for yourself for 
today 
 

 



 Describe characteristics of an learner-
centered/active learning environment 

 Identify the progress of learner-centered 
activities in the national Can-Do 
Statements 

 Explore teaching culture in the 
classroom and beyond 

 Connect Can-Do statements to 
assessment activities 

 Develop sample assessment activities 



 Individually, brainstorm the characteristics of 
a leaner-centered classroom 

 Write a single characteristic on a sticky note 

 At your table, compare and organize 
commonalities and unique responses 

 

 



 Find a single partner 

 Determine who will read 
◦ “Seven Characteristics of Good Learners” 

◦ “Top 10 Characteristics of a 21st Century 
Classroom” 

 Complete the Venn Diagram with our 
partner 

 Compare with another duo as a four-
some 



 Review your table’s brainstorming 
and your Venn diagram to decide: 

 
 What are the characteristics of a 
Learner-Centered World Language 
Classroom? 
 

 Report out 



 Students are using the language to 
communicate. 

 Responses are extended discourse. 
 Many activities are interpersonal. 
 Direct instruction is targeted and limited. 
 It is a cognitively busy environment. 
 Students are engaged in making meaning of 

texts. 
 Student targets are identified and clear. 
 Students go beyond responses to produce. 



 Input activities 

 Explanations 

 Practice activities 

 Focus on form 

 Communication activities 

 Fun activities 







 National Council of State Supervisors for 
Languages 

 Revision of 2009 LinguaFolio® Self-
Assessment Checklist 

 Aligned with Modes of Communication and 
Proficiency Guidelines 

 Contains Benchmarks, targets, and exemplars 

 Document on ACTFL website 

http://www.actfl.org/sites/default/files/pdfs/Can-Do_Statements.pdf
http://www.actfl.org/sites/default/files/pdfs/Can-Do_Statements.pdf


 Four quadrants of the room  
◦ (12-15 in large group) 

 Groups of 3-4 

 One mode per group 

 Trace progression of tasks (verbs) on 
chart paper (may include exemplars) 

 Report out to your quadrant 

 Look for common points 





 Reflection: 
◦ How do I teach about the target cultures? 

◦ What role does culture play explicitly in my learning 
targets? 

◦ Can I test for understanding culture? 

 Share with a shoulder partner 



 AP tests explicitly ask for comparisons 

 Students must become aware of their own 
culture 

 Do you include other cultural comparisons? 

 What is the role of dominant and minority 
cultures in your thinking and instruction? 

 How do we talk about inclusiveness while 
comparing cultures? 

 

 



 Culture –one of 5 C’s 

 Culture underpins 

Communication 

 Culture is “deeply  

intertwined with the 

study of other 

languages” 

p.75 

 



 

World Readiness Standards p. 76 



 are the tangible or intangible creations of a 
particular culture. They reflect a culture’s 
perspectives.  

 Tangible products: paintings, a cathedral, a 
piece of literature, a pair of chopsticks 
Intangible products: an oral tale, a dance, a 
sacred ritual, a system of education, a law 



 are patterns of social interactions, behaviors. 
Practices involve the use of products. They represent 
the knowledge of “what to do when and where” (p. 
50) and how to interact within a particular culture. 
◦ rites of passage  
◦ the use of forms of discourse (e.g., use of formal vs. 

informal forms of address)  
◦ the use of space (norms of respect in social interactions) 
◦  the social “pecking order” meal times table manners  
◦ gestures and other nonverbal forms of communication 
◦  turn-taking (in conversation or in games)  
◦ playing behaviors  
◦ traditions related to holiday celebrations  
◦ shopping behaviors  
◦ socially appropriate behaviors for interviewing, dating, 

weddings, funerals, etc. 



 the philosophical perspectives, meanings, 
attitudes, values, beliefs, ideas that underlie the 
cultural practices and products of a society. They 
represent a culture’s view of the world. 
◦ youth valued over age or vice versa  
◦ importance of individual freedom;  
◦ independence  
◦ importance of family  
◦ the belief that bigger is better  
◦ valuing of sports/entertainment over education values 
◦  attached to bilingualism, multilingualism, monolingualism 
◦  value of having (ownership)  
◦ belief that humans are part of the natural world and must 

respect and care for it  
◦ value associated with personal privacy 



  In some Asian cultures, members 
are positioned (a perspective) on a 
hierarchical scale based on age, 
social status, education, or similar 
variables. In those cultures, the 
exchange of business cards (a 
product) that provides key 
information is a helpful practice. 
Because the cards facilitate social 
interaction and are treated with 
respect in those cultures, one 
should not scribble another name 
or phone number on the business 
card (taboo practice). The 
information on the card also 
directly affects the nonverbal 
behavior (practice) of those 
involved in the communicative 
interaction, as well as the choice of 
linguistic forms (products) that 
indicate status. 
 

 In the U.S., youth has traditionally 
been valued more than old age (a 
perspective). As a result, products 
that purport to prolong youth and 
vitality (e.g., face creams, high 
fiber breakfast cereals, and fitness 
equipment) have become an 
integral part of our culture. At the 
same time, practices that are 
perceived as prolonging youth and 
health are encouraged: school 
children have physical education to 
promote physical exercise; many 
invest in running shoes (products) 
or join a fitness club (product); 
some take extreme measures to 
look younger and have plastic 
surgery (practice) or wear clothes 
associated with a younger set 
(products). 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 http://www.differencedifferently.edu.au/defining_identities/part_1a.php 



 ACTFL has developed draft Interculturality 
standards 

 They are not yet released 

 Committee led by Past President Jacque Van 
Houten 

 NCSSFL Interculturality Can-Do Statements 
◦ Handout from Ohio DOE website 

 

 





 I can identify some products and practices of 
cultures 
◦ I can identify some common products related to 

home and community life in other cultures and my 
own 

◦ I can identify some common practices related to 
home and community life of other cultures and my 
own 

 



 I can identify some basic cultural beliefs and 
values 
◦ I can identify some beliefs and values related to 

age, gender, social class and ethnicity 

◦ I can identify some characteristics of national 
identify 

◦ I can identify ways in which cultures are globalized 



 I can function at a survival level in an 
authentic cultural context 
◦ I can imitate some simple patterns of behavior in 

familiar settings across cultures 

◦ I can use memorized language and very basic 
cultural knowledge to interact with others 

◦ I can use memorized language, and very basic 
knowledge of the culture to accomplish simple, 
routine tasks 

 



 I can identify common patterns in the 
products and practices of a culture 
◦ I can explore and reference current and past 

examples of authentic culture 

◦ I can compare and contrast some common products 
of other cultures and my own 

◦ I can compare and contrast some behaviors or 
practices of other cultures and my own 



 I can compare familiar cultural beliefs and 
values 
◦ I can describe some basic cultural viewpoints 

◦ I can make some generalizations about culture 



 I can interact at a functional level in familiar 
cultural contexts 
◦ I can handle short interactions with peers and 

colleagues in familiar situations at school, work and 
play 

◦ I can recognize and refer to elements of traditional 
and pop culture 

◦ I can sometimes recognize when I have caused a 
cultural misunderstanding and try to correct it 



 I can explain some diversity among products 
and practices in other cultures and my own 
◦ I can explain some of the factors that contribute to 

why products and practices vary across cultures 

◦ I can explain how peoples’ practices and behaviors 
reflect their cultures 

◦ I can explore topics of personal and professional 
interest 

 



 I can analyze and explain some cultural 
perspectives of individuals and institutions 
within a society 
◦ I can explain how peoples’ actions reflect their 

cultural beliefs 

◦ I can explain how social, political, religious, and 
economic institutions reflect cultural beliefs 



 I can interact at a competent level in familiar 
and some unfamiliar cultural contexts 
◦ I can comfortably interact and converse with peers 

and colleagues at school, work and play 

◦ I can interact with people in some situations outside 
of my normal routine 

◦ I can navigate some formal and official procedures 

◦ I can understand that a cultural faux pas has 
occurred and understand how to correct 

 



Global and Cultural Competency 

Why Global and Cultural Competency? 

 The U.S. Department of Education’s (ED) International 
Strategy lays out its commitment to prepare all U.S. 
students to succeed globally through international 
education and engagement. Today, more than ever, 
our students need to be equipped with the critical 
thinking, communications, socio-emotional and 
language skills to work collaboratively with their 
counterparts in the United States and all over the 
world. Understanding and appreciating other parts of 
the world, different religions, cultures, and points of 
view are essential elements of global and cultural 
competence. 

https://sites.ed.gov/international/
https://sites.ed.gov/international/
https://sites.ed.gov/international/
https://sites.ed.gov/international/


 





 



 What is your philosophy of assessment? 

 For what do we assess? 
◦ Grades 

◦ Determine if students know the concept 

◦ Determine if we need to re-teach 

◦ Tradition 

 What formats do we use? 
◦ Pen and paper 

◦ Multiple choice 

◦ Individual performances 

◦ Projects 

 

 



 Traditional testing 

◦ Achievement 

◦ Right and wrong answers 

◦ Building blocks or mechanics 

◦ Application of ideas 

 Performance Based Assessment 

◦ Application of ideas in context 

◦ Ability to use 

◦ Can do (may include accuracy) 
 





Bloom’s  
Taxonomy 







 Formatives shape learners’ understanding 
and skills 

 Formatives allow teachers to intercede 

 Formatives help students improve 

 Formatives are briefer and more frequent 

 

 Summatives occur as an end point 

 Summatives measure larger skills and 
progress  

        Shrum and Glisan pp.401-402 

 



 Learning checks 

 Non-verbal such as a whiteboard response 

 Targeted quiz 

 Think-share-pair 

 TPR 

 Question-answer 

 Exit slip 

 Polling (clicker, PollEverywhere) 

 Five fingers 

 Red/yellow/green cards 



 IPA’s (Integrated Performance 
Assessments) 

 Presentations, interviews, 
conversations 

 Comprehensive interpretative 
assignments 

 Projects or portfolios 

 Unit, semester, final exams 
 



 Contextualized in interesting, meaningful 
contexts 

 Engage students in meaning-making and 
meaningful communication with others 

 Elicit a performance of some type 

 Encourage divergent responses and creativity 

 Adapted to be formative or summative 

 Address at least one mode of communication 

 Address goals and standards 
       Shrum and Glisan p.399 



 Is realistic (real-world situations) 

 Requires judgment and innovation 

 Requires “doing” rather than recalling 

 Replicates real contexts (work, civic, 
personal) 

 Assess a repertoire of knowledge and skills to 
negotiate a complex task 

 Allows opportunities to rehearse, practice, 
consults, feedback and refine performance 

       Wiggins and McTighe p. 154 



 Proachievement (proficiency and 
achievement) 
◦ Blend of performance with structure and vocabulary 

◦ Use the target language in life-like situations 

◦ Authentic context and text 

 Performance-Based 
◦ Use knowledge and skills to create or respond 

◦ Prompts requiring connections and strategies 

◦ Meaningful task with authentic context and text 

       Shrum and Glisan pp.404-407 

 



 Rubric 
◦ Measure an objective 

◦ Range to rate performance 

◦ Specific performance characteristics in 
levels to indicate the degree met 

 Generic or task-specific 

 Shows learner what good performance 
looks like before they perform 

       Shrum and Glisan pp. 412-414 

 



 What is an IPA? 

 A summative demonstration in a culturally 
authentic context 

 Performance-based, not accuracy-based 

 Rubrics serve as the evaluative tool 

 Uses all modes of communication to 
accomplish the task 

 Theme and tasks are from unit studied 

 Learners typically rehearse tasks in unit study 





 Ohio Department of Education 
 http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Ohios-Learning-Standards/Foreign-

Language/World-Languages-How-do-I 

 Jefferson County, Kentucky 
◦ http://www.jefferson.k12.ky.us/departments/gheens/WorldLang.html 

 Lexington School District One, South Carolina 
◦ http://lexoneworldlanguages.weebly.com/assessment-and-grading-in-world-

languages.html 

 Plano Independent School District, Texas 
◦ http://k12.pisd.edu/multilingual-department/contributions/10210-language-

assessment-center-map 

 Foreign Language Educators of New Jersey 
◦ http://flenj.org/CAPS/rubrics.shtml 

 Interprep:  Greg Duncan 
 https://resourcesfromgreg.wikispaces.com/Assessment+and+Rubrics 
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 Advanced Placement Exams 
◦ IPA format 

◦ Spanish Language and Culture 

◦ French Language and Culture 

 AAPPL  ACTFL’s Assessment of 
Performance towards Proficiency in 
Languages 
◦ http://aappl.actfl.org 

 

 

http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/apc/public/exam/exam_information/4554.html
http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/apc/members/exam/exam_information/4559.html
http://aappl.actfl.org/


 Background 
◦ Educational reform with the election 
of a new governor 

◦Ohio Foreign Language Association 
reacted to create a state model with 
SLO’s and IPA’s with the DOE 

 Department of Education 
 

http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Ohios-Learning-Standards/Foreign-Language/World-Languages-Model-Curriculum/World-Languages-Model-Curriculum-Framework/Instructional-Strategies


 Theme 

 Big Idea or Essential Question 

 Mode of communication 

 Can-Do 

 Unit plan 



 Group work with 4-5 colleagues 
◦ By language 

◦ By level 

◦ By theme 

 Choice of guiding templates 





 Knowing your students and their interests 

 Providing comprehensible input 

 Scaffolding learning tasks towards 
performance 

 Creating an environment for risk-taking 

 Rewarding engagement and communication 

 Emphasizing what students can do and focus 
on function before form 

 Provide feedback that shapes progress 

 



Startalklearnercenteredclassroom.mp4
Startalklearnercenteredclassroom.mp4


 Charlotte Danielson’s, The Framework for 
Teaching Evaluation Instrument, 2013. 

 

 Distinguished is characterized by students 
initiating, having choice, helping design, 
monitor, and assess.  Student-to-student 
interaction is key. 

 



 Time 

 Finding materials 

 Curricular design constraints 

 Current textbooks 

 Assessment guidelines 

 Cultural approaches to learning 
 



 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Active_learning 

  http://www.crlt.umich.edu/sites/default/files/resource_files/Active%20Learning%20Continuum.pdf 

 http://www.studygs.net/activelearn.htm 

 https://www.ydae.purdue.edu/lct/HBCU/documents/Active_Learning_Creating_Excitement_in_the_Clas
sroom.pdf 

 http://dropoutprevention.org/effective-strategies/active-learning/ 

 http://teaching.monster.com/benefits/articles/8414-40-active-learning-strategies-for-active-
students-?print=true 

 http://edtechreview.in/news/862-top-10-characteristics-of-a-21st-century-classroom 

 http://www.facultyfocus.com/articles/teaching-professor-blog/seven-characteristics-good-learners/ 

 http://www.usf.edu/atle/documents/handout-interactive-techniques.pdf 

 http://www.actfl.org/sites/default/files/pdfs/Can-Do_Statements.pdf 

 http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Ohios-Learning-Standards/Foreign-Language/World-Languages-
Model-Curriculum/World-Languages-Model-Curriculum-Framework/Instructional-Strategies 

 http://education.ky.gov/curriculum/conpro/Worldlang/Documents/Complete%20Kentucky%20Standar
d%20for%20World%20Language%20Proficiency%20Document.pdf 

 https://sites.ed.gov/international/global-and-cultural-competency/ 

 https://startalk.umd.edu/resources/Learner-Centered%20At-A%20Glance.pdf 

 https://startalk.umd.edu/principles/lcc.xhtml 

  

 Adair-Hauck, Bonnie, Glisan, Eileen and Troyan, Francis, Implementing Integrated Performance 
Assessment, ACTFL, 2013. 

 Sandrock, Paul, The Keys to Assessing Language Performance, ACTFL 2010. 

 Shrum, Judith and Glisan, Eileen, Teacher’s Handbook, Contextualized Language Instruction, 5th Ed.  
Cengage, 2016. 
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